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America’s Philosopher
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If there had never been a John Locke, there could never have been an America. All of us owe a great debt of gratitude to John Locke, for his ideas on human rights, property law and the principles of divided government,. Locke was a big picture person. Not only did he think about law and government, but he also helped to found modern economics and psychology, as well. For those of us teaching economics, his most important work is “The Second Treatise of Government.” 

I just finished listening to the audio version of “The Second Treatise of Government.” My first night in any law class begins with a discussion of: “What is law?” My answer to this question is that a law is “a rule that is enforced by government.” Of course this leads to the question: “What is a government?” (A government is the entity which has a monopoly on the use of force in a particular geographic area.) We then go on to a discussion on the violence problem faced by human beings and the need for government in order to provide the protection and structure, which allows the development of civilization.  Finally, we discuss the United States Constitution and divided government as a solution, which solves the violence problem and creates a society in which individuals are free. What I did not realize until I listened to “The Second Treatise of Government” this month was that my first night’s lecture is classic John Locke. 

The great thing about Locke for economics is that his ideas went to very fundamental questions of economics. Locke provides a theory of property, which explains property creation as the result of labor. Locke argued that value is primarily the result of human labor. He explains how ten developed acres in England is more valuable than a 100 or a 1,000 undeveloped acres in America, because it is the effort of human beings, and not raw resources, that is the primary source of value. 

Locke’s ideas on property and value formed the basis for Adam Smith and David Ricardo’s development of the “Labor Theory of Value.” Of course Karl Marx turned these ideas upside down and used the “Labor Theory of Value” to attack private property and argue that property is mechanism which facilitates theft by landlords and capitalists from the proletariat. 
This month, I have put together a collection of materials on John Locke, which I hope you will find helpful. 


The Second Treatise of Government

You can download the audio version of The Second Treatise of Government by clicking on this link. 
You can also download that actual text of the Two Treatises of Government with this link.


John Locke Videos
John Locke (100 Greatest People)
This short video introduces the philosopher John Locke, who inspired many of the ideas that Americans fought for during the Revolution. Locke's ideas about freedom and government helped establish the United States Constitution.  

Constitutional Government: Locke’s Second Treatise
This is class number 15 of Professor Steven B. Smith's Introduction to Political Philosophy taught at Yale University.


Ejunto.com

Ejunto.com is a project, which provides the public with free access to historical and philosophical audio books. This is the source of audio download of “The Second Treatise of Government” presented, above. 



Updates
Last month’s newsletter discussed complexity economics. As a part of that discussion, I included information on Mandelbrot and fractal geometry. PBS Nova has produced a great documentary on this topic entitled: “Hunting the Hidden Dimension.”
February’s Newsletter focused on materials concerning the financial crisis. Two additional videos you might find helpful are:

Breaking the Banks (PBS Frontline)
This is a PBS Frontline program on the Financial Crisis. This program focuses on the purchase of Merrill Lynch by Bank of America.
Foreclosure Alley
This video from southern California shows what is left behind after neighborhoods of new homes have been abandoned after houses have fallen into foreclosure as a result of the sub-prime crisis.


I hope that you find these materials helpful. Please keep the suggestions and comments coming.  
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