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If there had never been a John Locke, there could never have been an America. All of us owe a great debt of gratitude to John Locke, for his ideas on human rights, property law and the principles of divided government,. Locke was a big picture person. Not only did he think about law and government, but he also helped to found modern economics and psychology, as well. For those of us teaching law, his most important work is “The Second Treatise of Government.” 
I just finished listening to the audio version of “The Second Treatise of Government.” My first night in any law class begins with a discussion of: “What is law?” My answer to this question is that a law is “a rule that is enforced by government.” Of course this leads to the question: “What is a government?” (A government is the entity which has a monopoly on the use of force in a particular geographic area.) We then go on to a discussion on the violence problem faced by human beings and the need for government in order to provide the protection and structure, which allows the development of civilization.  Finally, we discuss the United States Constitution and divided government as a solution, which solves the violence problem and creates a society in which individuals are free. What I did not realize until I listened to “The Second Treatise of Government” this month was that my first night’s lecture is classic John Locke. 
This month, I have put together a collection of materials on John Locke, which I hope you will find helpful. 


The Second Treatise of Government

You can download the audio version of The Second Treatise of Government by clicking on this link. 
You can also download that actual text of the Two Treatises of Government with this link.


John Locke Videos
John Locke (100 Greatest People)
This short video introduces the philosopher John Locke, who inspired many of the ideas that Americans fought for during the Revolution. Locke's ideas about freedom and government helped establish the United States Constitution.  

Constitutional Government: Locke’s Second Treatise
This is class number 15 of Professor Steven B. Smith's Introduction to Political Philosophy taught at Yale University.


Ejunto.com

Ejunto.com is a project, which provides the public with free access to historical and philosophical audio books. This is the source of audio download of “The Second Treatise of Government” presented, above. 



I hope that you find these materials are helpful. I look forward to hearing your suggestions for future newsletters. 
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