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This month’s newsletter focuses on materials, which are helpful for teaching students about affirmative action.

Brazil in Black and White
PBS – Wide Angle


Often students have the mistaken impression that issues related to race and discrimination are uniquely American issues. They miss the bigger picture both internationally and historically. A learning team in my LAW531 class led a discussion about an article related to problems surrounding an affirmative action program in Brazil, which is designed to increase the percentage of “black” students attending the University of Brasilia. After class, I found this PBS program on this topic. I showed this video to the class the following week, and the result was a great class discussion on the pros and cons of affirmative action, both in the United States and in other countries.


PARENTS INVOLVED IN COMMUNITY SCHOOLS v. SEATTLE SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 1  

This case involved two separate school districts, which classified students based on race, and used these racial classifications to determine, in part, what schools the students could attend. The race based determination systems had been upheld by the lower courts. The Supreme Court reversed and remanded the cases. 
In his opinion, Chief Justice Roberts wrote his now famous words about race based discrimination: “The way to stop discrimination on the basis of race is to stop discriminating on the basis of race.”

http://markbarnes.us/Parents_Involved_in%20_Community%20Schools.pdf

The University of Michigan Cases
In two separate opinions, the Supreme Court found that the undergraduate affirmative action admission policy was unconstitutional, while is a separate opinion the Court found that the law school’s affirmative action policy was constitutional. The key factual difference seemed to be that the undergraduate policy attempted to quantify the preference given to minority students by awarding an additional twenty points to minority students in a scoring system, which determined who would, or would not, be admitted. The law school policy was much more ambiguous. It simply cited race as one of many factors and asserted that it was important to have a “critical mass” of minority representation to create a diverse student body, which would benefit the education of all students.  I have prepared a web page to assist students in understanding these two decisions. http://markbarnes.us/Michigan%20Cases.htm


I hope that you find these materials are helpful. I look forward to hearing your suggestions for future newsletters. 
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