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The Great Decision
Jefferson, Adams, Marshall, and the Battle for the Supreme Court
by Cliff Sloan and David McKean


At the beginning of the first night of a law class, I always start with the definitions of law and government, move into a discussion of the function of law, and then onto a discussion of the United States Constitution, with its divisions of and checks on power. During the course of this discussion, I lead the class toward the idea of judicial review, and ask: “Where in the Constitution does it say that the Supreme Court has the power of judicial review?” The students soon discover that judicial review is not explicitly mentioned, and off I go to my story about Marbury v. Madison. 
This book is the story of the Marbury case. Despite years of telling students about Marbury v. Madison, I discovered through this book how little I really know about the case. The authors do not limit themselves strictly to the case, but they also present the history of the election of 1800, the transfer of power from the Federalists to the Republicans, and the controversy surrounding John Adams’ actions to fill the judiciary with Federalists before his administration left power. I was able to take away a great deal of new information to share with my classes. The book is also available in audio format at Audible.com.


Additional Marbury v. Madison Materials 

You can also find additional teaching resources on Marbury v. Madison at Landmarkcases.org.


C-SPAN: The Supreme Court
During October, C-SPAN broadcast several new programs on the Supreme Court. Included in these programs are interviews with all of the current Justices, as well as retired Justice O’Connor. All of these videos, as well as other materials about the Supreme Court can be found at: http://supremecourt.c-span.org/


I hope that you find these materials are helpful. I look forward to hearing your suggestions for future newsletters. 
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